AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1,111 Attorney Docket No.: Q88791 

Application No.: 10/540,469 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (currently amended): A filter element for separating solid particles from 

a fluid containing the mthe solid particles , which comprises an open-cell porous molded body as 
a filter element base and w herein ultrahigh molecular weight polyethylene fine powders, 
wherein the ultrahigh molecular weight polyethylene fine powders w hieh-have an 
average molecular- weight of 3,000,000 to 1 1,000,000 and a bulk specific gravity of 0.15 to 
0.291 

wherein the ultrahigh molecular weight polyethylene fine powders^ ^^-fea-form an 
aggregate of primary particles, m dwherein the aggregates are in the shape of a bunch of grapes 
or a cauliflower, and wherein the aggregates are shaped to have voids of 1 to 5 ^m in a part 
wherein the primary particles are connected-i.and 

wherein the ultrahigh molecular weight polyethylene fine powders are filled i nto th e or 
coated into p ores on the surface of a -the open-cell porous molded body fi lter e l e m e nt base; 
wherein mado of an the open-cell porous molded body is_prepared by heating and sintering 
synthetic resin powders, a non-woven fabric or a felt. 

2. (original): The filter element according to claim 1 , wherein the ultrahigh 
molecular weight polyethylene fine powders have an average particle size of from 3 to 150 (im. 
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3, (currently amended): The h e at r e sistiv e filter element according to claim 
1 , wherein the ultrahigh molecular weight polyethylene fine powder further contains an 
antioxidant, which is impregnated into the ultrahigh molecular weight polyethylene find powder 
by heating, to improve its h eat resistance is appli e d to th e filer olomont by impr e gnating ultrahigh 
molooular w e ight poly e thylene fin e powd e r partiol e o with an antioxidant . 

4, (currently amended): A method for producing a filter element for 
separating solid particles fi*om a fluid containing th ^the solid particles , which comprises 

providing a filter element base by heating and sintering synthetic resin powders, a non- 
woven fabric or a felt to produce an open-cell porous molded body; and 

a pplying a suspension solution containing ultrahigh molecular weight polyethylene fine 
powders, water, and a water-dispersible binder to the surface of the open-cell porous molded 
body, followed by heating, 

wherein the ultrahigh molecular weight polyethylene fine powders , which have an 
average molecular weight of 3,000,000 to 1 1 ,000,000 and a bulk specific gravity of 0, 1 5 to 0.29;7 

wherein the ultrahigh molecular weight polyethylene fine powders are fee -in the form of 
an aggregate of primary particles , wherein the aggregates arc in the shape of a bunch of grapes or 
a cauliflower, and oro ohapod to h ave voids of 1 to 5 ^m in a part whereift the primary particles 
are connected , ore ooatod with on aquoouo ousponoion dioporsod in water together with at loaot a 
wat e r disp e rsibl e binder and fill e d into th e por es on th e surfac e of a filt e r e l e m e nt bas e mad e of 
an open c e ll porous mold e d body pr e par e d by h e ating and sint e ring synth e tio r e sin powd e rs, a 
non wov e n fabric or a f e lt . 
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